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 THE SKEIN 
Wherein are Wound  
the Jararvellir Jarns 

october 2007  A.S. XLIi 



Baroness:  
Her Excellency Eithni ingen Talorgain (Jean Hetzel) 4934 
Goldfinch Dr, Madison WI 53714, 628-7782, 226-0846,  
baronesseithni@yahoo.com 

Archery Captain Co-Captains: Lady Sirona (Vicki Stekly) 241-
7534, berkana@execpc.com; Lady Jois Corbet (Deena Thompson) 
226-0846, corvusjoyous@gmail.com 

Chatelaine: Lady Elizabeth Wren (Kristine Anderson) 608-333-6413 
    ladywren@gmail.com 
Chirurgeon: Lady Fiona (Lyn Andreasen) 446-6438, 
   tskrangsangel@lycos.com 
Chronicler: Paul Wickenden of Thanet (Paul Goldschmidt) 827-6891 

goldschp@tds.net 
Demo Coordinator: Annora le Spindlere (Vicki Spindler) 835-2617, 

democoordinator@jararvellir.org 
Directory: Paul Wickenden of Thanet (Paul Goldschmidt) 827-6891 

goldschp@tds.net 
Exchequer: Lady Tatiana McGowan (Dawn Brueggemann) 989-493-
9019, exchequer@jararvellir.org 
Historian: H.E. Adrien de Troyes (Chris Olson) 249-6382, 

detroyes@hotmail.com 
Knight Marshal: Stephen du Bois (Stephen Ward) 886-3909 
    sward1@chartermi.net 
Minister of Arts & Sciences: Roisin igen Ailill (Rebecca 

Heidelberger) 244-4621, roisin106@aol.com 
Pursuivant: Reinholdt von Trollenhagen (Mark Doyle) 
   338-5895, mark.doyle@wush.com 
Rapier Marshal: Rosa de la Mer (Joanna Anderson) 270-0001, 

prissybi@gmail.com 
Seneschal: Robert the Stout (Robert Trefz) 441-6150, rtrefz@tds.net 
UW Reservations: Amy of Jararvellir, uwreservations@jararvellir.

org 
Web Minister: James (James Krot) 989-493-1953, 

jamesjkrot@yahoo.com  

Baronial Mailing Address: PO Box 1002, Madison WI 53701-1002 
              Baronial Web Page: http://www.jararvellir.org 
              Baronial Email list:  jararvellir@minstrel.com 
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Baronial Officers 
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Canton of Coille Stoirmeil 
(Monroe & Juneau County, WI) 
http://www.coillestoirmeil.org 

 
Seneschal:  Kori Redjohan (Corriene Cameron) 
                400 High St Apt G, Norwalk WI  54648 
                cte71259@centurytel.net, (608) 823-7863 
 
Monthly Meeting: First or second Sunday of the month at the Nest in Tomah  

Legalese: This is The Skein, a publication of the Barony of 
Jararvellir in the Kingdom of Northshield of the Society for Creative 
Anachronism, Inc. The Skein is available from Paul Goldschmidt, 5625 
Highland Way, Middleton WI 53562 .  It is not a corporate publication 
of the Society for Creative Anachronism, Inc. and does not delineate 
SCA policies.  
 
The Skein is Copyright © 2007 Society for Creative Anachronism (SCA), 
Inc. - Barony of Jararvellir. Except where otherwise stated, all articles 
in this publication may be reprinted without special permission in 
newsletters and other publications of branches of the SCA, Inc., subject 
to the following conditions: A) The text must be printed in its entirety, 
without additions or changes. B) The author’s name and an original 
publication credit must be printed with the text. C) You must send a 
letter to the editor of this newsletter, stating the articles you have used 
and in what publication the material has been reprinted. 
 
Submissions & Subscriptions: Subscriptions for 2007 
are free, but there is a recommended donation of $1 per issue to cover 
postage and copying (Full year =$12). Submissions will be edited for 
grammar and spelling. Anything that is in poor taste or violates SCA 
publication guidelines or copyright law will not be published. The 
Skein is published monthly on the first Wednesday after General 
Meeting. The submission deadline for each issue is the Friday before 
the General Meeting of the publishing month. Submissions are 
accepted in any (legible!) format and via e-mail. Please also include 
any publication restrictions beyond those of this newsletter.                                   

Art Credits: The cover art is a scene entitled “Death and the 
maiden,” reproduced in The Middle Ages, ed by Edmund V. Gillon, Jr.
(New York: Dover Publications, 1971). 
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Baronial Meetings, Guilds, 
and Contacts 

 Please call the contact person to verify when & where an activity is held!  
 
Archery Practice UW Stock Pavilion Sun 12-2PM, Wed. 6:30-9PM. 
         Contact: Lady Jois (Deena) 226-0846, Lady Sirona (Vicki) 241-7534 
Armoured Combat UW Stock Pavilion Wed. 7-10PM, Sunday 2-4PM  
         Contact: Stephen du Bois (Stephen Ward) sward1@chartermi.net 
Armormaking Tuesdays 7PM.  3314 Ridgeway Avenue 
         Contact: Master Giles (Ed Gilbert) 244-2845, horsebows@mail.madtown.net 
Bardic Night:  Fourth Sunday, 6–8PM, Escape Java Joint, 916 Williamson St 
         Contact Ingrid the Crafty (Ingrid Stark) 249-8795, ingridthecrafty@yahoo.com; or 

Reinholdt von Trollenhagen (Mark Doyle) 338-5895, mark.doyle@wush.com 
Brewing & Vintning Third Monday.  Various locations (call for info)  
         Contact: Robert the Stout (Robert Trefz)  441-6150, rtrefz@tds.net 
Calligraphy & Illumination  Tuesdays 7PM.  Call for location 
         Contact: Lady Eile (Alicia Cronk) 250-4595, leleth.faery@yahoo.com 
Clothier’s Guild  Alternate Mondays, 7PM.  Contact for location and dates. 
         Contact:  Iohanna (A. Rebekah Turner) 957-9072, arebekah@gmail.com 
Cordial Guild First Tuesday 7:30PM Contact for location 
         Contact: Lady Cianna Kharleen (Carrie Wilkey) 846-8008,  
         cianna@teadame.com 
Equestrian (not currently active but information available) 
         Contact:  Alissende de Montfaucon (Tammy Thompson) 212-5433,  
         alissende@centurytel.net 
European Dance Sundays 3PM. UW Campus—check TITU for room.  
         Contact: Lady Thea 
Fletching Fridays 6:30PM (call ahead) 5418 Imagine 
         Contact: Lord Toussaint de Caluwe (Tyson Patterson) 838-4092 
Fool’s Guild  Alternate Wednesday 6:30PMish, UW Stock Pavilion. 
         Contact: Lady Aliénor Hathaway (Mariessa Dobrick) 658-8941, reesa83@aol.com  
General Business Meeting Usually 1st Sunday, 7PM, Edgewood College, 
         Predolin Hall — call to verify meeting date and location. 
         Contact: Robert the Stout (Robert Trefz)  441-6150, rtrefz@tds.net 
Instrumental Music Mondays 7PM-Beginners, 8PM-Advanced.   
         UW Campus—Check TITU  
         Contact: Lord Nikolaus der Ausländer (Clint Hotaling) 846-0859,

n_auslander@hotmail,com 
Middle Eastern Dance and Drumming  Wednesday 8:15pm, UW Stock Pavilion   
         Contact: Lady Kenya (Heather Cushing) 298-0103, evilkenya@tds.net 
Needlearts Tuesdays 7:30. Call for location              
         Contact: Ivan (John Beebe) 298-0918 
Rapier Practice  Wednesday 6:30-9PM, UW Stock Pavilion 
         Contact: Rosa de la Mer 
Social Practice Wednesday 9PMish — call to verify location 
         Contact: HE Eithni (Jean Hetzel) 628-7782 
Thrown Weapons Sundays Noon, Second Wednesdays 7PM, UW Stock Pavilion. 
         Contact:  Vacant 
Vocal Music Thursdays 7 PM UW Campus—Check TITU  
         Contact: Lady Aliénor Hathaway (Mariessa Dobrick) 658-8941, reesa83@aol.com  
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Greetings unto the Populace of Jararvellir from Baroness Eithni ingen 
Talorgain! 
 
September was a reasonably quiet month in Jararvellir, but Autumn always 
brings new people to these lands and so presents several opportunities to 
welcome new folk to the Barony. Thank you to all who planned and participated 
in the Library Mall demos, especially Annora, our Demo Coordinator. The first 
demo was very well attended, but the chill kept passers-by moving, whereas the 
second demo was more sparsely attended, but milder temperatures made 
dallying more attractive to interested gentles. Thanks also to the students and 
others, especially Amy and Sol, who helped staff the Student Org Fair booth – a 
strong student presence on campus allows us to maintain our use of critical 
facilities like the Stock Pavilion and the Unions. Please keep your eyes open for 
new folks and visitors at practices, especially in the coming weeks, as many of 
those folks may be joining us for the first time and may appreciate a warm 
welcoming smile.  
 
This Autumn also brings to us an ending – the Canton of Wulfhomm has decided 
to disband and will officially be closed in the coming months. While we enjoyed 
having another child of the Barony, we hope that by relinquishing the burden of 
maintaining a group, the members of Wulfhomm will be better able to enjoy 
participating in other local activities. Thanks to all the gentles who served as 
Wulfhomm’s officers and populace through the years – we appreciate the work 
you have done, value your friendship and, regardless of your group status, will 
always count you as a part of Jararvellir.  
 
Elsewhere in the Kingdom, this Autumn brought new beginnings. Their Majesties 
Hagan and Eilis were crowned King and Queen of Northshield and have begun 
Their reign on the Stellar thrones. Next weekend gentles from across the kingdom 
will travel to the far western reaches of the Kingdom to witness the Crown 
Tourney that will decide Their Majesties’ heirs. I hope all of you will join me in 
person or in spirit to cheer on our Baronial entrants to the list: Stephen and 
Ailleanne, Evan Jons and Elashava, and Kindorn (Blue) and Cassandra. Best of 
luck and safe travels to you all, wherever your travels lead you this month! 
 
 
Yours in Fishy Service~  
 

Eithni 

Epistle from the Baroness 



In attendance: Robert the Stout, Eithni ingen Talorgain, Sol, Tatiana 
McGowan, Reinholdt von Trollenhagen, Ermina, Kristen Bird, James Bird, 
Jois, Toussaint, Paul Wickenden of Thanet, and Wren. 
 
 
Archers’ Brunch (Sol): The last outdoor archers’ brunch of the year will be 
held on October 21st (we’ll risk it!) at Hoyt Park.  Gille– Michael's gathering 
will not be happening that week. 
 
Needlearts Guild (Ermina):  Every second Tuesday of the month, Needlearts 
is meeting at my house,.  This time, Moira will be teaching five easy stitches.  
And then next month is Ivan.  Everyone is invited! 
 
Heraldry Open House (Reinholdt): There will be a heraldry open house on 
October 19th at the Stock Pavilion. 
 
Archery (Jois): I have funds to turn in from the Stock Pavilion, fletching, and 
archery.  Our practices have been well attended on the days when we have 
been able to practice. 
 
Fletcher’s Guild (Toussaint):  Fletching is going well. 
 
Exchequer (Tatiana): Our 3rd Quarter report is done (we were the first group 
to be done this time). 
 
Gift Wrapping (Tatiana):  I have signed up the Barony to do gift wrapping at 
the Barnes & Noble [east side] on December 15th for two slots (10am-1pm 
and 1-5pm).  We only need two people for each slot. 
 
Storage Unit (Reinholdt):  I would like to reorganize and inventory the unit.  
I have two shelves to put in which will help with the organization.  This 
should happen some time in October. 
 
High Seat (Eithni):  Yesterday, Raito and AEsa got married.  Congratulations 
to them! 
 
Yule Moot (Eithni): I would like to see a Yule Moot happening this year.  It’s 
a good event with which to practice autocratting.  Contact me if you are 
interested in working on it. 
 
Education Events for Next Year (Eithni): There have been several 

october General 
Meeting Minutes  
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Needlearts Schedule 
 
The Needlearts Guild meets weekly at rotating sites.  The upcoming schedule 
is: 
 
10/16: Sarra  
10/23: <maybe Eithni>  
10/30: Aelf's  
11/6: <Still need a host>  
11/13: Ermina’s: Ivan teaching Laid-and-Couched/Bayeux-Tapestry Stitch  

Jararvellir Artillery Brunch 
Sunday, October 21 at 11am 

 
Please join us for the last outdoor archers' barbecue of the season, starting at 11:00 
a.m. in Hoyt Park.We'll provide the hot coals and condiments; bring a grillable 
item for yourself. We'll be ready to cook at 11:00. Feel free to provide something 
else for people to munch on, though it's not required. Please bring your own 
feastware since we don't provide dishes. At noon we will retire to the Stock 
Pavilion for archery practice. Loaner archery equipment is available. You are 
welcome to join us at one or both locations. 
 
Directions to Hoyt Park:  
FROM THE EAST--take your best route to Regent St. Head west on Regent, keep 
going past West High School and the cemeteries. Continue on Regent, it will take 
you into Hoyt Park. Keep driving past the sign for the park and the parking lot 
for the large park shelter ( on your right), continue down the street as it meanders 
along. Eventually the houses on the left give way to an expanse of lawn with 
picnic tables and stone fireplaces. On the right, the woods with picnic tables and 
stone fireplaces drop away and a scenic overlook with parking for several cars 
appears just before the road starts to meander downhill. Park there. Go across the 
street to the table with the SCA people sitting at a table with a tablecloth. 
 
FROM THE WEST--take your best route to Midvale Blvd. Turn onto Hillcrest, 
located halfway between the Mineral Point and Regent intersections. Go several 
blocks on Hillcrest and turn left onto Owen Parkway (note that you will pass 
Owen Dr. along the way). The street sign is hard to see, but if you reach 
Westmoreland you went 1 block too far. Owen Parkway will take you up into 
Hoyt Park and turn into Regent St. Look for the lawn with stone BBQ's on your 
right and the scenic pullout on your left. You can park in the pullout, or continue 
down the street to a lot on your left as you leave the park. 
 

Questions? Contact Sol (233-5433 or fula_chris@yahoo.com) 



February 2008 
2—Shattered Oak Celebrates 20 
Years! Shattered Oak (Chippewa 
Falls WI) 
23—Fighter’s School, Windhaven 
(Kimberly WI) 
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December 2007 
8—Boar’s Head: A Boar’s Tale, 
Caer Anterth Mawr (West Bend 
WI) 
 

Local News 

Out and About 
For more information visit the individual group’s website (easily 
accessed from http://www.northshield.org/events/). 

Events 

Stock Pavilion Schedule 
 
We do NOT have the Stock Pavilion on November 11, 14, 18 and December 2 
and 30. On other dates, we have our other regular dates and times through 
the end of January.  The official schedule can be found at:  
 
                http://www.ansci.wisc.edu/Facilities/stockp.htm 

POTTERY GUILD 
 
The Pottery Guild will be having meetings on 11/5 and 12/10.  Usually, we meet 
from 6-9pm at 425B West Cottage Grove Rd., Cottage Grove (608) 839-5000 
 
There is dry studio fee. Ceramic bisque ware is a flat fee in the dry studio. In the 
wet studio, for hand building or throwing, the studio fee is $6.00 and the clay is 
$6.00/lb used. 
 
Contact Annora at (605) 438-6530 for more information. 

suggestions for education events for next year and I have been thinking 
about what sort of event would work best (one of my thoughts is a “Day of 
String” event).  Contact me with your suggestions. 
 
Chronicler (Paul): I have started collecting revisions for this year’s Baronial 
Directory.  I will run the list by folks at any activity I am at (meetings, 
practices, etc.) until we get to everyone.  I hope to finish before the end of the 
year and be able to release the new Directory. 
 
Only a Flesh Wound (Kristen): The event is coming along.  We have some 
staff vacancies.  We need a class coordinator, and A&S display coordiinator.  
The event got lots of talk at Coronation. 
 
Only a Flesh Wound (James):  I should have the event website updated soon. 
 
Seneschal (Robert):  I will be out of town on 10/29-11/1. Please try not to 
burn down the Barony while I’m gone.  [Mtg discussed rescheduling of 
burning activities] 
 
Storage Insurance (Robert):  I have found an agency that would insure both 
the WW and the Jara storage for $100/year, with $5000 worth of coverage.  
We might need more coverage for WW equipment.  The current plan is for 
one policy to cover both (but I will check if it could be broken out).  WW 
insurance would come out of WW account.  [Mtg approved the expense for 
WW locker — and to send the proposal to Nordskogen]  The local insurance 
still needs to be researched.  I propose a budget of up to $100 for the Madison 
locker. [Mtg approved proposal]  No further news on WW legal situation.  
 
Rapier Marshal (Eithni):  Rosa is looking for someone to serve as rapier 
marshal.  Cosimo has been put forward as a potential candidate. 
 
New Member Moot (Robert):  Press House has raised their rental rate to 
$30/hour for the room and $100 for the kitchen (which has been greatly 
expanded).  We will go ahead anyway and adjust the budget accordingly.  
The room will be rented from 5:30-9:30pm on 11/5.  Wren will send out 
notices to reach potential attendees.  We should also encourage some of our 
membership to attend as well (focus on those with something to show off or 
share with potential new folks). 
 
Chatelaine (Wren):  Do we have the chatelaine materials in electronic 
format?  I'd like to update the materials (some of which still refer to the 
Principality). 
 
Wulfhomm (Eithni):  Ambrose is inventorying their possessions.  They 
would like to donate them to a group that is starting up. 
 
Rapier Equipment (Eithni):  I have purchase rapier equipment and would 
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Newcomers’ Feast 
 

Volunteers are wanted for help at the annual Newcomers’ Feast on Monday, No-
vember 5th. Servers and Kitchen help are needed, as well as good gentles to dis-
play their prowess in the Arts & Sciences and answer questions. Displays of mar-
tial activities are also greatly welcomed, however, there will not be any martial 
activities held. Those interested should contact Wren, the Chatelaine, at lady-
wren@gmail.com or (608) 333-6413. 

Greetings all!  This year, Halloween falls on Wednesday, so I would  
like to invite everyone to wear their costumes to the Stock Pavilion. I 
will sponsor a costume contest, to be held at approximately 8PM. There 
will, of course,  be prizes for the winners (and goodies for all the 
participants if I get industrious). So, bring out your costumes one more 
time on 10/31 and show them off to the Barony!  Yay! Halloween!  
 
Eithni 

like to resell it to be loaner gear for the Barony.  It is worth about $140.  [Mtg 
approved to buy equipment from  Eithni - $25 of cost will come out of the 
rapier fund] 
 
Brewing and Vintning Guild (Robert):  This month, we will be doing beer 
appreciation at Brasserie V (where Relishes Deli used to be) focusing on 
Belgian Ales.  The details will be posted on the Jara list. 

 
Next General Meeting:  November 4, 

at 7pm, Edgewood College 
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       1586: Mary I of Scotland goes on trial for conspiracy against 
Elizabeth I of England 

October 17, 1346: Battle of Neville's Cross: King David II of 
Scotland is captured by Edward III of England at Calais, 
and imprisoned in the Tower of London for eleven years 

October 18, 1016: Canute I victorious at Ashingdon.  After 
engaging Edmund Ironside in several battles, Canute 
scored this significant victory, and Edmund agreed to 
divide England between himself and Canute.  At the end of 
November, however, Edmund died, and Canute became 
king of all England.  

October 21, 1422: Henry VI proclaimed King of France.  Already 
King of England, Henry was proclaimed King of France 
upon the death of his maternal grandfather, Charles VI.  He 
was ten months old, and would not be officially crowned 
until 1431. 

       1492: Christopher Columbus lands on the San Salvador Islands.  
October 24, 1260: Saif ad-Din Qutuz, Mamluk sultan of Egypt, is 

assassinated by Baibars, who seizes power for himself.  
       1273: Rudolf I Crowned King of Germany. 
October 28, 1216: Henry III of England crowned.  Henry was the 

first English monarch to be crowned while still a minor.  
       1492: Christopher Columbus lands in Cuba.  
October 29, 1061: Emperor disposes of Bishop Cadalus & Pope 

Honorius II  
       1268: Conradin, the last legitimate male heir of the 

Hohenstaufen dynasty of Kings of Germany and Holy 
Roman Emperors, is executed along with his companion 
Frederick I, Margrave of Baden by Charles I of Sicily, a 
political rival and ally to the hostile Catholic church.  

October 30, 1340: Battle of Río Salado, a victory for King Afonso IV 
of Portugal and King Alfonso XI of Castile over Muslim 
ruler Abu al-Hasan 'Ali of Marinid’ dynasty and Nasrid 
ruler Yusuf I.This battle was a final attempt of Marinids to 
invade the Iberian Peninsula. The Marinids had mobilised 
a vast army and, after crossing the Strait of Gibraltar and 
defeating a Christian fleet at Gibraltar, then proceeded 
inland to the Salado River near Seville, where they met the 
Christians. The Marinids suffered a disastrous defeat and 
moved back to Africa. 



The Anti-Calendar 
(A listing of events that have already happened)  

Compiled by Reinholdt von Trollenhagen 
 

October 2, 1187: Saladin Captures Jerusalem.  After 88 years of 
occupation by the Franks, the Holy City fell to Saladin, who 
went on to withstand the ensuing Third Crusade.  

October 4, 1582: Pope Gregory XIII implements the Gregorian 
Calendar. In Italy, Poland, Portugal, and Spain October 4 of 
this year is followed directly by October 15. 

October 7, 1520: First public burning of books in Netherlands, in 
Louvain.  

        1542: Explorer Cabrillo discovered Catalina Island off California 
coast.  

October 9, 1238: James I of Aragon conquered Valencia and founded 
the Kingdom of Valencia.  

October 10, 732: Battle of Tours: Near Poitiers, France, leader of the 
Franks Charles Martel and his men, defeat a large army of 
Moors, stopping the Muslims from spreading into Western 
Europe. The governor of Cordoba, Abdul Rahman Al 
Ghafiqi, is killed during the battle.  

      1361: Prince Edward marries Joan Plantagenet.  Divorced from 
her first husband (whom she married in secret at age 12) 
and widowed when her second husband died in France, 
Joan, "The Fair Maid of Kent,” was not considered the ideal 
wife for the heir to the English throne. But it appears to have 
been a successful match. Joan bore Edward two sons, the 
youngest of whom survived to become Richard II.  

October 12, 1428: Siege of Orléans Begins.  The siege of Orléans 
lasted until Joan of Arc persuaded King Charles VII of 
France to send an army to relieve the city in April.  

October 13, 1307: Templars Arrested.  Rumors of blasphemy and 
irreligious practices among the knightly order were the 
grounds on which King Philip IV "the Fair" of France 
arrested all the Templar Knights.  The day was Friday, and 
folklore has it that this is the reason "Friday the Thirteenth" 
is considered an unlucky day.  

October 14, 1322: Robert the Bruce of Scotland defeats King Edward 
II of England at Byland, forcing Edward to accept Scotland's 
independence 
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Announcements 

Volunteer Opportunities 

Thrown Weapons Marshal — the Thrown Weapons Marshal is responsible 
for the safe set up and operation of the Barony’s thrown weapon practices. 
The Marshal is also responsible for the Barony’s thrown weapon equipment. 
You must either be a TW Marshal or MIT (or willing to become one) to hold 
this position. If interested, please contact John Bartholomew of Flanders (Jack) 
or Robert the Stout. 
 
Deputy Knight Marshal —  the Deputy Knight Marshal is responsible for 
assisting the Knight Marshal in overseeing fighting in the Barony. This 
includes running fight practices, and keeping records of the fighters in the 
Barony. You need to be either a Marshal or a Marshal in Training to hold this 
position. Contact Stephen Du Bois if you are interested.  

[Seneschal’s note:  This is an update on the NCN campground situation. Baroness 
Marwen sent this post to the Nordskogan list, and I thought it spelled out things 
nicely] 
 
We have some news to share regarding the cancellation of our WW contract 
with Marv/NCN Campground. Because of the wording of our contract, it is 
almost certain that there were will be additional financial penalties due to 
Marv for our cancellation from the WW site this year. This matter is being 
handled by the SCA, Inc. legal resources and the Board of Directors. In this 
process, there is potential that the Baronies will need to contribute to the 
financial settlement, as we signed the contract. 
 
We will share more information as it becomes available. In the meantime, 
everyone can help by NOT discussing this with media, lawyers, non-SCA 
people, etc. We need to let our legal team do their work. 
 
What can we take away from this in the short term? The contracts we sign 
matter. 99 times out of 100 everything goes great, but when it doesn’t, those 
words on the paper are crucial. Make sure your contracts have fair “out” 
clauses for both parties, and are an accurate representation of your group’s 
expectations. 



Dear Trystan 
 
 
Dear Trystan, 
I pray that you will help me, my good Sheriff!  My father 
demands that I marry the Lord Albrecht although I do not 
love him and he is twice my age.  What ever shall I do? 
-- Mary 
 
 
Let me get this straight.  You, Mary, are a damsel.  
Aaaaand you’re in distress.  Right.  Let’s make a few 
things excruciatingly clear.  First off, you belong to a 
medieval recreation society in which the long standing 
fantasy, nay, wet dream, of every man, every boy and at 
least a few of the women has been to one day have the 
opportunity to save a damsel in distress.  No peril would 
daunt your would-be heroes, no obstacle would be 
insurmountable in the face of their naïve and well 
meaning zeal... and you’re appealing to ME? 
 
Perhaps you have me confused with some other advice-
giving Sheriff.  Forcing frail damsels to marry against 
their will was second year material at the Evil Sheriff’s 
Academy.  I think this Lord Albrecht of yours may have 
been auditing that class when I was a TA. If you really 
want gallants to come to your relief, try whispering your 
complaint a little too loudly at the next tournament of 
chivalry.  I bet the squires of the known world would 
jump so quickly they’d pull their collective hamstring. 
 
Furthermore, your rescuers would no doubt become 
pathetically devoted thereafter, if literary sources are any 
guide at all.  Courting you, writing letters involving 
inexcusable poetry, wearing your favor into tournament- 
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all the wretched things that convinced me to base my 
relationships on a solid foundation of blackmail.   
 
But perhaps I leap to judgment- I sometimes make the 
mistake of assuming the best about people, and it’s sad 
when that denies me the company of like-minded 
individuals.  Let me know if you’d countenance 
marrying Lord Albrecht for his money, winning his trust 
with your feminine wiles and then poisoning him once 
you’ve beefed up his life insurance policy.  THEN we’d 
have something to talk about. 
 
 
In service, yadda yadda yadda, 
 
 

Don Trystan der 
Facheltraeger, thee 
most wycked Sheriff in 
all of THEE northshield 

In need of a good alliance-forming marriage?  Do you 
have a question for Trystan?  Let him know, write to 
Trystan c/o the Chronicler (Paul Goldschmidt, 5625 
Highland Way, Middleton WI  53562, 
chronicler@jararvellir. 
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